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How and where it all began …
at the Physics Institute of Via Panisperna in Rome 
SIF founded in 1897 

Institute of Via Panisperna  in the twenties : Orso Mario 
Corbino (who was also SIF president) formed and supported
the group of  Enrico Fermi, Oscar D'Agostino, Emilio 
Segrè, Edoardo Amaldi, Franco Rasetti, Bruno Pontecorvo, 
Ettore Majorana

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orso_Mario_Corbino
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enrico_Fermi
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_D%27Agostino
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emilio_Segr%C3%A8
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edoardo_Amaldi
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franco_Rasetti
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruno_Pontecorvo


The emblem of SIF logo  reproduces the 
one in Saggi di Naturali Esperienze
Essays on Natural Experiments
Accademia del Cimento
(Florence, 1667)

The Academy was founded by  
Leopold of Tuscany  and animated by  
Galileo Galilei’s disciples  

This choice of logo symbolizes an ideal link  to the old   
Accademia del Cimento from which also the SIF historic journal
IL NUOVO CIMENTO derives its name

In the logo:
– fireplace
– three crucibles filled with molten metal
– fluttering decorative ribbon
– motto 

provando e  riprovando
trying  and  trying  again

which can be found also in a tercet of the third canto of Dante’s
Paradiso, but with the different meaning of

proving and disproving

“Quel sol che pria d'amor mi scaldò 'l petto, di bella verità
m'avea scoverto, provando e riprovando, il dolce aspetto”

2021 celebration of 700 years from the death of Dante 
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1954

The 1st course in 1953 was a real success, to 
the extent that Puppi was asked to direct 
another one in the Summer of 1954. 

The 2nd course was again
devoted to elementary particles, this time 
placing emphasis on accelerators:
“The contribution from existing and planned 
accelerators to elementary particles physics”.

In his opening address Puppi talked about 
“the fantastic world of high-energy 
phenomena”.

To illustrate them, eminent
physicists were invited to lecture, like Enrico 
Fermi, Werner Heisenberg, Gilberto 
Bernardini, Bruno Rossi …

1954
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Varenna 1954
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The “fantastic world

04/07/19

Enrico Fermi and Werner Heinsenberg gave 
the first two lectures of a series on the 
physics of pions and nucleons

Gilberto Bernardini, Bernard T. Feld gave a 
second group of lectures on 
photoproduction 

Bruno Rossi lectured on fundamental 
particles and on the origin of cosmic rays 

Particle accelerator projects at CERN, in the 
UK, in France and in Italy were illustrated 
by world experts  
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Fermi
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Fermi gave 16 lectures in Varenna on �PIONS and NUCLEONS� from 16th of July to 6th of
August 1954
Fermi passed away on 28 November 1954

On the 6th of August 1955 President Polvani in an official commemorative ceremony in
Varenna and Como in the presence of Fermi�s wife, Mrs. Laura Fermi, and Fermi�s sister,
Mrs Maria Sacchetti, announced that the School would be named after Enrico Fermi

A bronze medallion with his low-relief effigy was
unveiled in memory and in honour of Enrico
Fermi at Villa Monastero
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Also a porphyry plaque was placed 
bearing a Latin epigraph:
ENRICO FERMI 
— 1954 - 53rd of his life —

”Here with quiet spirit among so 
many natural beauties, 
I revealed for the last time, 
to a rank of men of science, the 
ultimate and most remote elements 
in motion inside the atoms, 
with which I had already made my 
name immortal”



In 1955 in Como at the Tempio Voltiano, 
Isidor I. Rabi was invited to give the official 
commemorative address in honour of Enrico Fermi 

“Here in Italy where his memory is so alive and where so 
many have heard Fermi lecture I do not have to describe 
the remarkable fascination he could induce in any audience. 
He used no histrionics in his delivery. It was always calm 
and deliberate. The fascination lay in the feeling of clarity 
and simplicity he could impart to the audience. 
They felt illuminated and had the sense of participating 
in profound and beautiful insight”

This is what Fermi’s lectures still inspire

On the 70th anniversary of the 
Nobel Prize award to Enrico Fermi 
in 1938
the Italian Physical Society 
has reprinted in a special issue of 
La Rivista del Nuovo Cimento
the original 
“Lectures on Pion and Nucleons”
by Enrico Fermi
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The Italian Physical Society
Fermi Prize and Medal
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The prestigious prize "Enrico Fermi" has been awarded starting from 2001, to commemorate the 
great scientist on the occasion of the centenary of his birth
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Nobels at Varenna

04/07/19

NOW
> 200 courses 
> 13000 participants
60 Nobel Prize winners



Course 5 – 22 - 27 July 2019 -
Energy: Where we stand and where we go
Directors : Luisa Cifarelli, Friederich Wagner

Very successful schools and excellent proceedings!! 



Very happy for your participation in this School !
We appreciate your interest

Entrance at the school!
Entrance at the 
school in 2021 !



……. we expect also this year a successful
school

a good portfolio of timely topics forms the  
program and the school Lectures, planned to 
stimulate your interest

and the technical and organizational issues
are well taken care – many thanks to our SIF 
staff

Also many thanks to the students of AISF
helping us



Thanks
to 
everyones

and 

enjoy the 
School !! 

Directors
Luisa Cifarelli - Francesco Romanelli -
Scientific Secretary
Neelima Agrawal –
Scientific Committee
Angela Bracco - Luisa Cifarelli –
Jozef Ongena -
Francesco Romanelli –
Petra Rudolf –
Friedrich Wagner -
Lecturers
Christoph Buchal - Jonathan Craig –
Horst Hahn - Sylvie Leray
Jozef Ongena -Eva Pellicer –
Marco Ripani - Francesco Romanelli
Petra Rudolf -Jacquelien Scherpen -
Hauke Schmidt -Susanne Siebentritt
Daniela Thrän -
Moniek Tromp -
Machteld Van den Broek -
Stefano Vella -
Olivier Vidal –
Friedrich Wagner -
Hermann-Josef Wagner)


